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in science fiction. Why not put anyone you know who reads it inte
touch ?
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At leasst once 8 year we publish in VECTOR tha entire Membership lists
1t wvill be in the next {mane. DBaing on the commities, I have hed an advance
pack and I notice there are quite a few members living within easy reach of
each other. This agems like & good time to coms up vwith an idea I had two
years ago with disappointing results and smae if anything comea of it. When
you sse tho 1ist, take apecial note of the addresses; at lezst three of you
1ivg in Leads, two in Glasgow and thera are soma new wembers in London,
lesde and Glasgowvt If you'd like to meet snother membder, try dropping e noto
mggesting a meeting with one another+ You may live near enough and like each
othar well cnough to want to meet froquently. It's worth irying, isn’t it?
Londons Bvery Friday night from T.pm. I kold Open Bouse at my home, Tea,
coffee and biscuits ave provided as well as plenty of talk that I'm sure
You'd find intereating a¢ well ae entertaining. Do try and come, won't you?
Ky address is on the ¢ontenta page here, We'd love to meel you, reslly.

You will recall I told you in the last Newsletier of the photagrapha
I took of Glenn's capsule? I am happy to report they came out very well,
T am espacially pleasad with the ones showing the burn marke on the snd of
the capanle causad during re-entry. Anyone vanting prints, let me know
end I'11 send tho negatives. When I had mine printed I esked for emprints;
they are larger than the onos you got otherwisa. "hey are in black and white,

You will notice the next page sdrertising our 1963 Convention. Today
I had a lotter from Ken Slater encloging some sticly labels to put on any
lettars T writa, If you would like to help in plugging the comvention,
write to Kep and ask him for some of thel; I'm sure he'd be plesged to let
¥ou hava theam. I do know that at lcast on one occasion a ncstman joined a
¢onvention 8 a result of such sdvertising. He came toc! Heavenal I
hope it doesn’t turn into e Convention of Postmen.

The YECTOR files aro expty of material. I would like some erticles,
artwork, anything in fact axcopt fictien, if you fesl like writing for ua.
Artwork especially we like as soon ss possible for oomsiderationm es it hes
to be farmed out for ateneilling; unless yon are ablc to gtencil it yourselves?
This is your chance to try your hand at doing scmething for publication, and
Temember, you sre among frianda, so don't be shy,

For this time I have nothing of grect moment to say, ao ii{ might be as
well if I stop bara and now. Thosa of you writing comwents on tho magazine,
redobbar you #end them to Jimmy Groves ee olways. FPor this time.
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Membership in the B.S.F.A, Convention can b had for the sum of 5/-.
(#1.in American & Canada), These amounts will be deducted from the full
regiatration fee ¢m arrival if you attend, and we hope ps many of you a9
can will do so.

Each year I mget more and more of the membarship and T bope eventutlly
to get to know moat of you thia way, unless you come to London a&nd ¢all on me.
1 can agsure that you will have an interesting weckend. Why not come?

Send your subacription toi-
Ken Slater,
B.B.F.4.CanCom 1963,
¢/o Fantaat(Hedwsy)Ltd.,
75, Borfolk Street,
Wisbech.
CAMBS. ENGLAND.

Don't delay. Get your membership in now and make it that much eeaier

for your ConCcumittee to do good work on your behalf.
I hope to meo YOD.

#nd juat 3 word or two from your new “publisher" to say ‘Hello!! It im a great
pleasure to me to take up fan publishing once more; espacially in this easy way of
having an editor taking responaibility for the obtaining and arranging of material
for ench igsue of VECTOR, I am also grateful to Jimmy Groves for continuing to
compile and stencil the letter gection -~ which ought to be about four timea the
size of this issue's example, What about getting scme good controversiss going ?
May I use this chance to say how much I enjoyed meeting so many BSFA members at
the Harrogate convention =- I wils certainly try to see you mgain at Feterborough
next year, Finally, any suggesticns regarding the layout of VEUTOR will interest
ma, but remember that literary contributions go to Ella Parker, and letters of
comment to Jimmy Groves et 29 Lathom Road, Fast Ham, London E.6,
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BRIUISH SCIENCE FIOTION ASSOCIATION

Kimvtes of the Annuel Genersl Meeting held at Herrogate
on Sunday, 22nd April, 1962

Before the #,G.M. commenced, the following two proposals for the aite of

next year's Convention were put forward:=

Peterborough (Proposed by Ken Slater)
Londcon (Proposed by Ella Parker)

The main difference in the plang for theae convention pitas was that,
be

should London be decided upom, ne reduction in regiastration fees would
eavailable to B, 8. F, A4, Benbors, Leter in ths day, a vote was taken by n ghow of
hands, and Peterborough was sclected.

i,

It was prcposed by Erian Jordan and seconded by Ken Slater thet the
mimtes of the A,G, K in 1861 be taken as read,

The Treagurer (Ted Porsyth) reported that the financiel position was
satisfactory, The Balance in hand hed increased from £71 at the beginning
of last year to over £100 now, This included some subscriptions for ocurrent
yeay memberships, Convention fund figures were also incorporated im thia
£100 = the fund started with £11.6,.0. from last year's convention, and now
atood at €12, Lidbrary charges were mounting, and pembars were ancauraged
to make greater use of this service -~ at prezent, only 25% of B.S.P.4.
membership made regular use of the lilrary, The Galaxy checkliat hed s¢ far
made & profit of &8 for the B, S,F,.,

Fen Slater asked if the Asacoiation had been regiatered for incame tax
purposes, and was advised by Blla Perker thet an emeteur aasooiation oculd
not be rcpistered, 4s some doubt exdated on this point, the Vice~Chakrman
{Terry Jeeves) suggested that the future Treosursr should inmvestigate the
mattar further,

The Editor of Veotor (Jimmy Groves) raported thst the litrary checklist
had been oirculated to all members, He had ent down on newalettera during
the yeer eas the cost of producing end circulsting each edition ®as high, Ha
suggestad that a more permanant professional cover be found for Vector,
similar to that used by the magazing Jellsian, The Vioe-Ohairman thanked the
Bditor for the exccllent job he had done in the past two years,

The Litrarian (Peter Mabey) reported that the 1idrary waa now ruaning
profitably, It waa intended that the profit ghould be utilised ta purchase
books not yet available in the library, and he asked members for suggestiona
on this point, The library hed beon ¢onsideresbly increased by a donation
from Peter Chappell of his entire collection, and the tranaference to the
B.5,F.4, of books previously held by the pre-war Britidgh Science Fiotion
Society, It is understood that the B,§,F..L, litrary ig nos the largest
lending lilwaxry of ascience fiotion in the world, Special thanks wers due to
Eriec Jones for helping to organise the library atock, and alac to the fanzine
~3itors who regularly sent copiecs of their magarinag to the library. &

Erio Jones elaborated ¢n the organisatiomsl problems irvolved in runn.i_ng‘ d
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the library. puring the past year in particular, the entire membership of
the Cheltenhamn Scienoe Piction Gircle hed to devotc seversl weska t0 sorting
books, and the Librarian - with an essistant - regularly spent three nighta
a week at thc clubrooms, dealing with percols,

Ella Parker made a formel proposal that the B,5,F.A, should pay the rent
for the C.5.F.C. clubrooms, but the Librarian pointed ocut that this cams %o
£52 a year, The Vice«Chairman stated that it was at present impoezible to
give any further financial assistance to the ¢, S.P.C., and 2 suggestion from
Ken Slater thet the library service be extended to nonepsmbers of the B,S.F.4,
1o increase funda was rejected by the Vice-Chairman on the grounds of the
increaged amount of work this would imvolve,

The Litrarian atated that therc were s large yumber of duplicate books
available Tor aale, and Ken Slater said that he would endecavour to find a
market for these,

The Vice«Chairman thanked the Libtrarian for his services during the year,

The following members had bzen elected to serve on ihe Committee for the
coming year:-

Ken Cheslin Secretary
Jill Adems Treasurer
Peter Mabey Libtrarian

Flla Parker proposed Pobbie Gray tor the position of Vice-Chaiman;
seconded by Ken Slater, all in favaur,

No naminatione for the post of Editor were received. Tony Werner advised
the meeting that office and dnplicating facilities in London could be made
available to the B,S.F.a. at no cherge, but Jimmy Groves streseed that the
biggeat problem in producing Vector wea the cutting of stencils, Thia matter
wag finally solved by dividing the editorial dutiea between two people =
Ella Parker offered to act az a clearing houae for all in-condng material,
and Mike Rosenblum cffered to cut steneils, duplicste and distribute the
megazine, Proposad by FPhil Rogers, seconded by Bob Farkinaon, all in favour,

A vote of thanks was extended to all retiring members of the Committee =
proposed by Bobbie Gray, seconded by [an Macanlay, sll in faveur,

The Vice-Chairman stated that the Doc Weir fund stood at spproximately
£14, Lt an earlier Cormittee meeting, it had becn decided that this money
gheuld be put to either of the two following uzes:=

(1) that, at each convention, a™Doc Weir Fan Recognition Award® ghould
be made, the recipient ic be choaen by vote, and that the £14 should
apent on eoms snitable plague or statue for this purpose.

{2) that the £14 should be given to Mra weip,

Peter Mabey suggested that the award be called the "Doc Weir Memorial
Award®, and a vote was taken on these two proposels ~ all present were in
favour of proposal (1),

The Vice-Chairman extended a vote of thanks to Ron Bemnett for hig
arganisation of the 18682 Convention at Harrogate,

[, cancluded at bottom of oppoaite page
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—ISECRETAR:’S XKEN CHESLIN
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Meeting of the B, 5.F.S, was

held during the Faater weckend, at Harropate,

The variocus clauses of the Mimites are largely self-explanatory, but one
or two polnta might bear enlarging upon,

For instance, the B, S.F.A. Livrary, Out lending litrary is thought to be
the largest of ita genre in the world. Few mewbers teke mjvantage of it however,
1 dan't know why you don't, it is thc cheaprst and easiest way of reading S/F
in the Unitcd Kingdom and the stocka, compared to the averaga S/F readers
collection, of books and magazines are immense,

The Librarian would like to know if the members have any special prefer-
ence for new titles for the library, Write to him with your suggested titles
and maybe the library will be able to obtain & book that you've been after for
years.

The mimates do not record the election of a BSFA Chairman this yesr as
under the new plan the preceeding year's Vice-Cheirmen autamstically nasumes
the post, A Vice-Chairman “lelected. This means that each Chairman cames ta
his/her post thoroughly familier with all current BSFA business etc,, this
heving obwious advantagea.

¥r Brian Aldiss, the yresident, holds his position on an as permanent
basis as he wishes, (or until such time as the fatesm or an 5/F cditor catch up
with him,

Doctor drthur Rose Weir, D.Se,, kmown to all hig fricnds in S/F fandem
as "Doc Weir", diacoversd our fandom quite late in life, His atay in fandom was
punctuated by illnesaes, such aa the one which prevented him from completing
his term a3 Secretary of the 8SFi, And, while 2till largely unknown, he died.

I only met "Doc” a few times, so I cen't claim to have known him well,
nowever 1 was struck by his acheolarly nir - and impreesed by hia writings in
fanzineas.,.particularly by those items written ercund the Lord of the Rings

lease turn the L
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8, Any Other Buainess

Ken 3later ralsed the gueation of the British Science Fantasy sward,Some
digcussion took plaec, but it was finally proposed by Jimmy Groves thet the
problen be diacussed and resolved in Vector, Secomded by Ted Forsyth,

Mr T. Boardman suggesated that sn anthology of short stories be submitted
each year by authora in the B.3.F,A, He would undertake to publigh thia, if
scceptable, and any profits Arising would g¢ to the B8, T4, ‘This suggeation
wes formally proproeed by Jill Adams and seconded by Ken Slater.

Braan Burgess queried the position of the Nebuls checklist, and was
advieed that thera was, ac yei, no information aveilable about this,

9, 4 vote of thanks was extendcd by the Chairman (Ina Shorrack) to the
Viee-Chairman for taking the meeting on her behalf,
Hreveetebe bttt

\



trilogy « and I was asddened to hear of his death, I for one consider it e
grest lass not only to the BSPA an: fandom, but to the world at large, it is
another scholar and a gantleman less.

This iy a lemd in for remarks oan the "Doc” Weir memorinl, £14 0dd was
collected, (enquiries after Mrs Rew elicited that £14 would make little
difference one way or another, ta offer her £14 in campensation for "Doc.....
well, it was not to be thought of) so, the prime object now being to preserve
*Doc?*s" name; it vaas decided to imvept the mwoney in an annual award of aome
kind,

Dateils are still being finalised, although a shield design iz almosat
certain, and more ness and detnils will momt likely appear in VECTOR end
Newaletters from time to time,

Qualifications for the award were decided in such a way as to give the
wideat choice,,., in B few words the award will go to him/her whe fits the
following cetegery ... "I think Ned Fan ias the peraon I'd .ost like to aee
win the "Doc" Weir Award",,.. See? simple ign't it?

1 would particularly like to draw your attention te clause 8 of the
mimtes,

You will notice that B Tom Bosrdman, of Boardman Baoks, made an offer
to the BSFA to publish an antholgy using only BSFA authors, {detaila are still
being worked out), I mention the matter, not really for any B37e authors, but
to draw the pemberships' attention to Mr Boardman's pagnificent offer, Bearing
in mind the present outleys for 5/¢ I was wondering if you, the membership,
appreciate the full significance of Mr Boardman's offer, and have mentally
explored the possible results of o successful BSFA sponsored anthology?

Not that I expect that many of you #il) bother to arite t© VECTOR waw
however interesting your ideas -~ “The Silent Ones" unforjunately form the
tulk of the membership, their lack of response driving each succesaive
cornittee nearer exasperation,

Exasperating toe is the annuat fallout of BSFL members, for no detectable
reagon we ahed members e ch year at an alarming rate, But, if no-one will write
and tell us why they leave, or if the membership maintains a baffling milence,
how then can we hope to know, and try to fill, the nceds of the membership?

NBoi I had thought to encourage greater participation by offering a cash
prize for the best leitier in each Veeior, Mt you all knaw vhat would happen,
don't you? Yes! m fan would be bound to win nearly every time, mnd it would be
the aame few fans at that, every tame ...

You know winy? Of course , because only fans bother to write .. ood
precious few of them bother,

Something like 3% of the BSPA, on ine aversge, comment on VEDTOR, a
very few more send an accasional poatcard,

I want to emphasize the iwportance of participation in the PSFA, Ask
yourselves for instance, Why are all the mj}ﬁf&ﬁs? Would there have
been a BSFA without a fandan? Would the BSFa be able to survive if every fan
in it suddenly resigned?

Because the memberahip - seemingly - take so litile part of BSFA affaira
I'd any that the RSPA could not survive without the fana ., simply becanae the
membera lack cobesicn, because they do not perticipate,

nd that’s that for this VICTOR. inyone feel like making comients ngw?

Yours,
(('} Ken Cheslin
Wellyounonfanijemberathegauntlet! sbeenthrosmdowmwhatarcyougoingtodoaboutit 22



john russell fearn

o8 FORG ‘TJ’L EN
MSTEM

AN ESVIMATION by PHILIP RARBOTTLE

INTRODUCT ION:

¥hen Fearn died in September 1960, science fiction loat
one of ita finest and most unassumitg exponents, It is doubtful whether many
pecpls appreciated this fact. Certainly his passing went unamounced, indsed
unpourned, in today's megazines, Yet it was because of a devotion to those
saps pagazines that Fearn did not win everlasting fame,

One thing should be reslised at the cntset, and that im
that Fearn was a professional writer, When he began writing in earmest back
in the early thirtiss, there was only one ready market, the Amerioan pulp
magaeine, Thia was a severely limiting factor to the stories of eny suthor.
Many of today's mastere contributed stories they much prefer to have forgotten
{ars you listening John Wyndham?)

Steries written for the magazines of that day hed to obey
many restrictions if they were to be published, They had to be written in a
lucid, fast-moving etyle; B large proportion of the readership t7as made up of
teen=agers, The contentz had to watch the fanteatic titlea, For many yeara
there was a semual taboo in the magazines, which more than anything else
praverted depth and humanity, Moet of them eppeared monthly tov, so to all
theae reatrictions, add that of meeting deadlines,

If a seed ig sovm in poor soil, it is diffieyld for it to
reach full bloam, The potential, the ability, is there, but the wedium ia
non=permitting, That, I submit, is e not unreasonable parallel with the early
pulp af magazinas, Yet if it was almost impossible to produce lasting litera-
ture, it was still possible to produce brilliant story-ideas, In thig respect
Pearn had, and still haz, no equal. Idens came to Fearn, wrote his friend
Walter Gillings, in such quick gucecesaion that only his tremendous zest for
work enabled him to keep pace with thenm,

s Q@0 eDe0a

Poarn entered science fiction in grand style, with a two=
part serial entitled "The Intelligence Gigantic" in the June-July 1933 issue
of AMAZING, At thet time, fiction in the Teck publicetion was at a very low ebb,
and the gtory was one of the Dest appearing in its peges for some time, The
atary suffers from e certein of i phil hy and mcralising, but
in ideas, plotting and action, showed greet prromlsa for a firat novel, Some of




t4h sub-plote and ideas were to become bagic features in some of Fearm's tales
many years later, The great idea of the story was that man uses only a small
portion of his brain, and of the possibility of a full uge yielding supernormal
powers, It ia impossible to trace all the stories that have since sprung from
this concept, but among them are such modern classics as Shiras® "Children of
The fitom", Por this story alome, Fearn deserves a niche in any hastory of
scienca fiction,

The late F, Orlin Tremaine wag an editor whe welcomed new
ideas, New concepte, no matier how sutlandish, formed the corner stone for his
revived ASTOUNDING, It was natural that after his initial eppearance in AMAZING
Fearn should ¢ontribute to this magazine, Eancouraged by Tremaine, Schachner,
Wandrei, snd others, wrote lead stories under the label of “thiought variant¥,
These purported to introduce something entirely new and unorthodox 1o sciance
fietion, Fearn was soon to join their ranks,

There ars some people who ¢laim that the ideal sf story is
brilt around the *What would happen IF?' idea, With bis second story, published
in the March 193¢ issue of ASTOUNDIIG, Fearn epitomized thisa theme with the
self-descriptive "The Han Who Stopp2d The Dust'. It received wide acolaim,
setting the seal on Fearn's suecsss,

So far Fearn had only bordared on the fantastic, In his work
theres was 3till an air of of bagic reality, semething typically English, Urged
on by Tremaine’s requirementa, FPearn decided, as he himself later stated, "to
go the limit with imagination,® This penchant was long %o be associated with him.

The opening story in this new phase waz "The Brain of Light"
in May 1934, It centred arcund a new radio-television devide, which in turn led
to a raea of electrival baings inhabiting a realm of light in sarth'’s Heaviside
layer, world-wide disesters, and culminated in a pitched battla far cut in apace.
On top of this we bave the now old faghioned and no longer respectable device
of almost every piece of conversation being a ecientific discourse, At taimes t
action took on a bizerre fairystale quality, Fantaastic el are introduced
and regolved by the application of whole new seis of scientific lews, which,alas,
exist only inm the mind of the auther, Pearn aitempted to encompass the elements
of sciences and magic, of fantasy snd reality, It was an andacicus sitempt which
failed, Deapite this, 1t waz highly praized by the many eacapist readers of the
Deprassion years, The more perceptive ones, however, blasted it in the lefter
eolumns,

fiithin a very short space of timo Fearn introduced a change
of style, which, whilet retaining its fantastic conceptions, was baged on
reality to a greater degree, This story stepped avay from the usual 'ztory of
the future', in that it had a race of alien super scientists existing many
millions of years ago in "Before Earth Came”., This plot has been utilised pince
by so meany different suthors as to beceme hackneyead,

In thie story Fearn iniroduced hisg interlocking technique:
(later to be developed as 'welwork® in the noted Thornton Ayre series) havang
several puzzling elemente fall into place, ilvays thers was a casual mention
early on, and then & very clever resolution, The ides of the story was a rather
remarkable one:

70



"o think cur golar sysiem isn’t natural - and to think we are
merely the perpeirators of Jirian Jmowledge €oing things we believe on ovur own
iniative, yot which actually have buen implanted to svart with,” With thia story
Paarn becamc the firat to seriously and extensively devclope another basic sf
theme: How someihing cane about. In his creation of the solar system, the
imperfections - sometning lcaser authors left out in samilar plota - is accoounted
fer, It the midst of thie wclter of science, the human interesi was weil to ithe
fore, completely absolving thu worst fault of "The Praiu of Light", Some other
details such 2a love, hate and fear, the seakness and sensitivity of wonen, all
dovetailed into place, The fantastic acience which Fearn loved to picture was
given an pir of plausibility by ats results being actual objects and circumstance,

Fearn's story impressed other authors, and had given birth to a
number of base variations on the theme, This was the 'explanamtory' story which
purported to explain myths and lecgend, Jamca Gunn, in his excellent series of
articles a number of ycers ago in DYNWIIC, clearly exposcd the limitations af
thia type of story, He wrote:

"There is a bapic rmason why stories of this type have not
contrituted anything of importance to the development of science fiction and why
they are unlikely to do mere in the future, The stories partake of the nature of
their material; in oxplaining myths, legends, folklore, and ruins, they are, in
effect, myths themselvcs, and realistic modern st is at myth's oppositc pole,"

Fearn vas hot yet guilty of this; he wrote a story around facts,
‘not myths, and thers im a distinetion, However, be it noted that Fearn himself
did enter the blind mlley of the myth type of story somc ycars later,

#Before Earth Came" was probably Fesrn's best atory up to that
time, and the scene gseomed set fer Mirther advancement, Pt once again editorial
requirements took a hand, The grcat success of the thought veriant and associated
escapist stories, which delighted the oppresscd readership, encouraged editor
Tremaine to comoission the moat fantestic storics imaginable., [n this respect
Fearn wag unrivalled, The autumn of 1955 saw poblication of his novel "The Blue
Infinity" which editor Tremaine gleefully billed on the contents page a3 :

‘4 powerful presentaiion of mankind's control over the
elemental forces of the universe - he moves the carth!*

T would say that dcapitc its demerits, "The Blue Infioity® ip
a clasaic of ita type. Therc iz somcthing magic in the conception of carth as a
apaceship, hurtling through space to the enie of thc universe at the behest of
supcr-seience, to escape the ravages af a runaway star. 1t's plausibility, of
courpe, 19 anather thing entirely,

Here again Fearn was up £gainst the old prohlem: the sheer
neeegsity of acient.fic invention throughout acting to negete any attempt at
human intercst. He almost, but not quite, overcaoe it; there is plenty of human
intereat in the atory if you eare to look for it, but for the most part the
pseudo-science hopelessly obscurcs it.

But even thiz was not his most extravagant plot, AMAZING, which
was tottering before the dominance of ASTUINDING, comaissioned Fearn to do a
serial for them incorporating al) the elementz that had boosted the other magazine,
He eamplied to the limits of his ability, It must bc said that Fearn actually
enjoyed writing this kind of story, beceunsc of the vigorous quality of the writing,



tut one wonders what masterpiece might have resulted had this great imagination
been slanted to a higher plane than a pulp serial, Notwithstanding, he produced
what mupt surely rank as cne of the most remarkable works of the day, the fours
part serial which commenced in the May 35 AMAZTNG, "Liners of Time",

In this Pearn brought ell his incredible facility for acientifie
invention to bear, There is no end to the weird machines and phenomena; there is
time travel, invisibility, train transference, the birth of & sclar system, matter
expansion and contraction, the tranapigsion and reasaembly of matter by radio,
memtal and intellactual amplification, edventure in primeval time and space, the
ancountering of prshistoric monsters, and a gasecua race of benign martians; s
nmeans whereby the heroine is brought back from the dead; a menacs from tha planet
Jupiter, and that planet's eventual destruotion; e living planst (thig was a
decede and & half befare Murray Lainster's Alyx) and dozens of intrigues and
¢limaxes. To encompass all of uhéze slements in one novel was a tagk of gigantic
proportions; its complete fusion was one of Pearn’a finest achievements., The
sexual tahoo mentioned earlier was exercised by editor Sloans, To accomodate him,
and to ensure the good taste of hia plot situations, Foarn had it so that love
was unknown in the far future, having been eliminated by the caming equality of
the aexea, This latter was sowething entirely believed in by Fearnm, who hed a
supéer-woman complex comparable with Weinbaum, and is shown in many of his siories.

A3 wma its right, it was hailed 'with delight by most readers of
the day. That the story has little claim to literary merit in the normal sense,
is no belittlement of Fearn's achievement. Many anthors have not produced sc many
ideaa in a lifetime of writing, It is eapecially hard to produce good litersture
as a serial becense a prohibivive amount of climax contrivance is necessary, and
to incorporate 30 many fantastic elements was a double handicap., Nowons today
could have written sucy & story better than Fearn did, Altaough copies of its
later book publication are gtill circulating freely today, its integral nature
has aceorded it little attention in recent times, and it is unlikely to he ree
printed = & great pity, since neophytes today would find it as engrossing as the
fana of & generation ago,

1926 was the ycar in vhich Pearn producsd what arc perheps his
most widelye-lnorm stories  Mathematica®™, and its sequel "Mathemntica Plua”,
Pearn had taken to & voracious reading of the scientific works of Jeans and
BZdington, who were both giants in their day, “Mathematica¥ vas the precusor of
many stories he based on their theories, The embodied conception, entirely nsw
to sf, was that of the universe being a mathematicians thought, "mainly because
everything in tie univerge can be perfactly explained by mathematics and nothing
#lge," The conservation of marter and energy is akin to addition and subtraction,
and the receding galaxiea are a recurring decimal effect, Theee theoriez were no
wild dream of Fearm, but the acber reflections of Jeens towards the snd of his
famous "Mysterious Universe”, Pearn's fiotion engle was ths search of three men,
Walsh, the narretor, Farrington and Palathon, » grolesque elien creature from 2
universe accidentally created mentally by Ferringdon, to find tha origin of the
univerge.4 coamic search to the Ultimate! It is a story which must rank as unique
in the amals of fiction,,,.It is pre science fiotion, and therain lies its
greatneas,

Of course, the transposition of the human element cccasioned
the use of fantamy in the story, which James Bliszh pinpointed in an article in
SCIRNCE PICTION QUARTERLY wany years later, Bligh claims that this fantasy has
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no place in sf, hut his attitude is surely a miataken one, For instance, time=
travel mast be considered as fantesy, but if this were to be denied, how many
classics would he lost to us? Editer Lowndea, in & footnote to the article was
more reagonable; “I liked them too = irrespeotive of their fallacicus base,
they were fagcinating atoriea, Consider this sort of thing as a kind of fairy-
stary, and thare's a place for it, Obviously, the basic principle is magic,”

Two other atories appeared in ASTOUNDING that year, They were
"Deserted Universa®™ jn Sptember, and "Dyn:sty Of Ths Small™ the following month,
One of the novel auspecta of the former wag its mamer of presentation, it wes
written by the leader of a viaiting mlien rece, a technique destined to nake ite
mark in soience fiction, Content was summariszed in the postseript when the alien
wrote: “Becauge one mortal man endeavoured to sece beyond death, he excomunicated
811 life, The thoughts, the aspirations, the atrange idesls of those apammed
celle called living beings have passed into an unlmomn spacial state, where they
will remain forever inert, unless, perhaps, atme new oosmic ¢oincidocnee btrings
Jife back agein to this deserted universe," The idea of life being a chanve was
ingpired by Eddington., It wea a very fine atory, but in certain spots zre
evidences are evidences of an adverse trend, This was Fearn's geeking out of the
most amaxing conclusion of his ideas, which was not always legical, In tais way
his stories never matched the brilliance of their original corcepiion: cuch were
the detrimental editorial demanda. Hia story took no eognizaice of cuteoff points,
only in certain specialised circumstences were his rssump*icns valid, It was
through this narrow averue of possibility thet Fearn led his brilliant nlots to
oblivion,

The great Thought Variznt Erz was livirng on borrowed time, Late
in 193, rumbles of discontert were heard in Brass 'Packs, Feern was awsre of
this, and in "Dyrcety OFf The 3mall" he achievad a sori of corp.omine, In doing
20 he came tantalisingly neerer what would be regended es pocd science fiction
todey.

It wes covious that Foarn had done a gool deal of resuvarch on
the story; instead of inverting things he was drwmring on the world of nature =
fantastic in itself, In this atory tne terpo was rilically changed: it no longer
unfolded from an aloof oosdic wiewpoini, tut thyouch the rcsciions of reople
whoge characters were drawn with congiderable cliill - & great step forward,
Above all it was well written erd corcise:

fJust as each 1iving organien represcrts a A:licate balance of
forces, so doves nature; Just gs the fcoces within the onganisns ave nervetynlly
changing, necessitating contimions readjustments to maintzin the essantizl
equipvize, so in nature from doy to day, year to year, acon to aeon, organisms
wax and wane and the balance of 1life is contimually chanzirg, Bat, desiroy one
iota of that balance, remove ane tiny part of 1%, and citvaged Hature tang
revenge = like this!™

*This® was the rompart growth of bacteria shen a scientist
inadvertently desiroys protozos . , .

"3hilst he szt detachedly scting his owrbouiled eggs and
studying a treatisc on germ cultures; wailst Captain Northorn fumed irsatiensly
in the torrid heat of Cape Town, & brine-sodien package in the depths of tiz
4tlantic Ocean burat asunder and re)zased into those murYy cilent sbysscs iLhe
incipient decay of all civilisation,” The irony uas that the origine) oxperi-
ment wag to free civilisation from digease,
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Fearn's extrapolation - in context moat convincing - was ths
gradual emergence of & gient, atreogely beautiful, intelligent plant life, Be
it noted that this was the originel forerunner of Wyndham's 'Triffid,' Finally
the plants are defeated, not by last minute fentaay, dut siaply fram lack of
spacs - B denouement reminiscent of MWar of the Worlds",

Neanhile there had apprared s strange, long novclet in AMAZING,
entitled *Subconscious,” It can looscly be termed as 'speculative. ' That ie, a
atory vhich purperts to explain incempletely understood phenonmena in sf terws,

In this casme, Fearn atiributes the subconscious part of the
mind to the machinations of martiana, Since the emergence of man on earth, we
sre told, the highest martian dignatories, mele and female, have been sending
artificially booasted thoughts into cur manda, giving controlled ecicntifie
progress. & follow-up Tadiation was Tesponsible for a scrembling affect ~ the
subconscious - to allay suspicion, Their idea wag to have man cultivate the
earth, then the martiuns, #hose world was dying, would migrate across space and
move in, This after destroying humanity atomically.

"Just as humans raise and fatten cattle, and then kill them off,
3o, in a different way, have theze malignant beings seen Fit, through unguesseble
centuries, to cause arthlings to build vp a perfect world, and then, when campe
arative perfection is attained, thcy will wipe mwan out of existence,” This
theme has since become a familier one in af, notably Eric Prank Russell‘as
"Sinister Barrier", which owes nearly ms much to Pearn ss it does to Fort,

But it im et the end of the story that Fearn really excels,
This was vhen he had the one wanan in the small group of paople who were asare
of the menace, take comand of the situation:

"You have opde a mistake in considering theee martians to be
a ruthless and terrible pecple, Immeciately you decided you would try and get
the man La] to %ill himgelf, In that you alsc are murderers! You are, quite
unconsciously, revealing the sase strain that csuacs wars on earth. No waoman
ever gtartad a war, gentlemen - @en alone do th:\t. and will de - becruge they
have more of the beast in 1hem then a woman has,®

She then contrives, with much auffering to herself, to implant
thig feminine sentiment into the female martian controller, Olania, This was
acmething the scientific martiana had sceminly cutgrown, The story ends on a
quietly impreasive note:

“You have courage, Olania,* Ral commented thoughtfully,

"To nest death doss not require courage; to meet lifs it is
that requires it." came the strangz reply, and with that Olania walked acrosas
to where the dead Laj lay upon the table, Witaout hesitation she climbed up
end lay bemide him, Her right hanl closed tightly; came a faint crackling sound
88 the capaule broke, ..

with slow dignity Ral went over to her, atoed for same time
looking dewn at her limply dangling hand, blood elotting the palm = then his
gaze moved to her peaccful, faintly smiling face and closed eyea,

Fal ralged his hand in silent salutation,

"So be 1it," he murmored, “Our race has run its courae; it is
the end,” Then blacknesgs ducended, .,
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4 curious feature of tiis story was its variance in the
quality of narration, 4% times it is of 3 very high order, but every now and
then it reverta to soliloquies, mnd the scientifie lectures of "Tie Brain of
Light". It would scem thet Fearn wrote this story for pleasure, in that he
passed andirferently over the framework to get onto pome choice situation or
set of ideas; at times the conversation is almest childish in 1fs urgency to
impregs same indicative point, It reads more like e draft than the finished job,
But whenever Fearn waa particulerly intereated, as towards ithe end, the writing
touched on brilliance, Perhaps Fearn was he anonymous autnor of the Discussions
letter which ram, "I write for (astounding) as o business man, but I write for
Amazing 3s an sut-er, because the stories in tinat magazine are more inapirational"

However, the above type of atory is almost inverisbly doomed ta
obseurity; it leaves itaelf open to flaw-finding and disproff in later ycers.
Such etories have appeared since and may well do so in the future, On the chance
that the authar could point ihe way to same truth, they imst surely deserve a
Place,

1937 asaw the contimueld progress of THR{LLING wONDER STORIES,
under the segis of Ieo Wargulivs and Mort Weisinger. Like ASTCUNUING, they pub-
lished new mnd startling eoncepts. In fcbruary of that year, Fearn's "Rrain of
Yemma® was published, It was an echo of his earlier stories, billed on Brawn’s
cover which illuatrated it as "5 novelette of univarasl destruction,”

Although this story carried some brilliant touchcs, extravagant
extrapolation has aga.n been responsible for its virtual oblivion. The destruct-
ion of several plancis in the solar system, for instance ocassioned the use nf
Tpaver beams" traincd on the sun and nearest atar to keep the carth atable for
story purposes, One wonicrs, though, shether or nat Fearn was writing with
tongue in cheek, at the end of the story, Jefferson, a rather tireaome hero-type,
goes into the final dangerous climax with the aypertrophicd disembodied Brain -
and ia killed! *lowever, the brain - one of Fearn's greatcst contrivances - i3
slgo defeated, wnich tended to toke some of tne sting out of a rather revolut—
ionary ending,

“Menace ¥rom The Microcosm" which followed in June, carried a
descriptive title, Tt was a heary theme even then, and despite its novel treat-
ment and et times horrifc ection, it has not lasted, Pearn hnad sold aeveral
weird horror-detective stories in the last year to a companion magazine
THRILLING MYSTERY, and “uenace From The Microcasn" had some of the same over-
tones, It is certain thel this atory was written to mect editorial requirements.
But once again a novel idca was present: the invasion of humanity by microscopic
beings living in {the bloodatream, Robert Moore Williams was to borrow frecly from
this story two ycars lster, for hia forst novel, "The Rridge to Earth" in the
September STARTLING,

Throughout 1937, Feern had four more storica in ASTOUNDING,
Three of them were ingenious cosmic extrapelations, which have been all Tut
forgotten becanse the intrinaic faults of the '34 - (35 period appeared again,
"Rorlds ¥Within®, publighed in March, was perhaps Pearn's most brillient sffort
of thia type, but the pscudo-science was just a litile toe blantant in spota,
To coamic rays, for inatance, he attributes amazing metabolic propertics, & nicc
piece of endacity that, since Fearn, like most authors of the day, had previcualy
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written storiea of its deadly ketabolic effecta! In his finale, Fearn could resist
fexplaining? future svents, Fhilst thim undoubtedly lends an asuthenticity, it is
only transient, end it must be congidered detrimantal fram the modern viewpoint.
For definesa and entertainment however, the story approximatss "Liners of Time",

So far, Fearn's atories had been exclugively of his own devising,
True, he was influenced to & fair degree by Otis Adelbert Kline in namenclature
and phraseology, (the Jerry Morgan adventures) and Ray Gallun, one of the batter
anthors of the day, in plotting, tut his treatment, - apart from sditorial
demands - was peculiarly hias own, October, 1937, nevertheless saw his firat
conscicue imitation, in which respect he was certainly de no means alone, The
aythor was the recently deceased Stanley Weinbaum, Par it, Fearn usged the first
in a fantastic and atill largely unknown series of pseudonyms, Thornton dyre',
I should like to drew attention hera to Sam Moskowitz's recent erticle in
SCIRNCE PANTASY No, 47, in which he states: ®John Russzell Fearn, a very popular
acience fiction writer during tha late thirties, invented the pocn name of
Polton Croas, Just to orite atories that were parodies of Weinbaum," In thig
he is mistaken, ‘iyre' was the culprit, 'Cross! being later used for quite a
different reamon, ®Parodies” isn't a very acourate desaription, either,

"penal World"™ borrowed Weinbaum’s'queer animala® tecanique,
with the ‘Johero! ammonis man of Jupiter. The story was Psarm's shortest yet,
merely an exercise, an agreeable trifle which went down quite well with the
readera, It was to have fare-reaching s h eas

December 1937 #nded the year anachronisticly, with the first
part of "Zagritud" in AMAZING, & sequel to "Liners of Time", and "Dark Eternity"
the cover story for ASTCUNDING, 4lthough it contained some astate theorising,
the human intereat was once again hopelessly sudserviant to science, The latter
atory anded up with the entire universe being snuffed cut in a gigantic
Devalution back to the Beginning. Despite being wellawritten it was obvicus thet
the w 14 commic doom hypothesis had had its day, as well as becoming something
of an embarrassment to its authors,

So ended 1957, and for Pearn it marked the virtual end of the
Jre of Extravegence, as well as to gcience fiotion generally, For many authors
it ecould have meant the end of the road = tut not Fearn, Ideas had poured out
of him, hed literally been drained away down edidorial sinks, But the amazing
truth was that he had only barely begun! The following three years were to be
Fearn's magazine Zenith, in shich he covered the field in thirteen magazines,
employing at least seven accredited pen names,

END OF PIRT ONE
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—_— | [ [— THE TROVSLE ON TRANTOR by Brian ¥, Aldise
LR e L L L i
B O O K Fourdetion And Empire, by Isaac Asimov
(Panther, 2s.6d.)
The writing of science fiction holds mare
trares than en innocent B, S.F. i member

l iE VIE W might imegine, These trapa are
meltiplied when a writer attempts a
scquel to an esrlier work that was

Justly popular, Nothing succumbs like success = aa many a writer mist have

reflected while offering & prayer for those in poril an the sequel,

*Poundation &nd Eupire” is, of cpurse, & sequel to Asimov's "Spundation®,
Asimov had mcre than the plea of that earlier resourding success to tempt hiam
into m second volwre. For 1t was naturael that he - as well ag his readera -
should wiah to see how Heri Scléon's plan worked out after the two hundred years
eovered by "Fourdation”,

PThe satuation, you may remember, ip that ihe gaiaxy is grumbling into
what threatens to be thirty thow=and years of anarchy, Seldon, who developed
psycho=history, foregees this, and evolves a plan to cut down the term of
barbarism te a thousand years, He situatea two foundationa at "cpposits ends
of the galaxy" (isimov aavisedly puts the phrase in guctes), and loads one on
Termiwmis with physical acientists, 3Soon they alone possesa nuclear power and,
fortified By Seldon's predictions, prepare to spread a ncw renaissance over the
013 empire.

In the volume under discussion, we see the Foundation spreeding out and
meeting the Evpire hecd on; and we sce it encounter & new force headed by a
mutant callcd the Mule, Becemse Hari Scldon's plan had not allowed for mutants,
it goes mwry, The Mule's forcea beat the Foundationts forees; and the Male
himaelf herdly seems to appear; the mystery of who he ia fills the last half of
the book,

Damon Knight ruled this seriea ocut of court because Asiaov's Enpire was
ap obviously the Roman Eupire on a different scale, and history does not repcat
itself, But in the broad easentials, the rise anr‘_ cecline of cultureg, hiatary
demonatrably does repent itsclf., My obJeetion to "Foundation ard Empire" is
simply this: that the whole idea of the Mule's turming out to be who he is (to
aboid spoiling mnyone's plessure, I will be no uore specifie) is a stroke at
once brilliant and lunatic, I just will not believe that any ruler, even a
mutant, weuld or could behave like that. 4nd not to believe - nat to swallow
thia monstroua impnssibility with a more monstrous credulity - is to lose an
ancunt of patience with the novel,

Asimov is A sane and consistent writer wha nay (don't we all!) disappoint,
tut who never bilks, Yet he sccned a0 @azed with the ingemity of hiding the
Yale under the readera' noses in "Foundation 4hd E-pire® that in the thurd
volume, "Seeond Wourdation®, he virtually reprats the trick, only substituting
the foundaticn for the mutant,

For me, thiz trick means that the story is a failure, Partunately
Asinov's failures are rever unrendable - unlike many of the successea of M4ia
contemporaries. You will find in "Foundation And Bipire" many ninor plersures:
the prickly mecting between Generzl Bel Riose and Barri the Inperial planet of
Tranter, with "nn living object on its surface but man, hia pets, and hia
parasitea”; the much pleasanter world of Radcle, ita chief city "swisning in the
eternal norning of an etcrnal June'; the way pointas of action are of'ten gaverned
by ideas (Bel Ricac's defeat comes because no gensral, wcak ar strong, cculd ?—
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have won); and the sense, I think, that if this is space opera, then for once
the gelaxy iz & meaningful backdrop and the arias are not all given to louts
who have no voice,

Rithout wighing to lapse into reminiacence, [ wust aid that this trilogzy
was for me an early encounter with what I thought of as ef at its grendest:
dealing with mighty concepts, covering umptevn years and light years, babbling
of planets as Falstaff babbled of green fi=lds. Even now, the old enchantment
lingsrs, They don't write 'em like this nowadays! Or perhapa the trouble is,
they are still trying to, end thc basic pattern is too imposaibly big for
anyone lesn than m Tolstoli to do Justice to.

Asimov would have done better if he had used more of the weapons in a
writer’s argenal, He relies too heavily on short scenca too little on narrative,
and at many points carefully cadenced narrative would have carried an excitement
and clarity that snatches of comversation do not evoke,

A novel like Vonnegut's "Sirens of Titan" succeeds brilliantly because
it containz only scenes; the remder is made to work for his living; but thie is
part of the plan, The deficliences in Asimev’s story-telling, (for instance the
gap after Chapter 18, when the Poundstion haa been defeeted, or the dull Chapter
16, where a long scene yields us only a short fact) must have been to some extent
fareced on him by magszine publication, Put in the early forties, there were
only magazines.

If this sounds a voiterly digression on this reviewers part, may I add
to my apologies a reminder that novels are writing; ideas are necesgsary in af,
but it is also necesssry to communicate them with precision,

Spresd across three books, Asimov's central idea does come over fairly
forcefully: the iden of psycho-history, Thiz muat have been the first use of
statistics as an af plot idea, and it still atrikes me ap one of the most
interesting ideas in sf. Trailing through the cloak and cagger and the planet-
hopping ia a discucsion of how much individus)l behaviour matters when viewed
in terms of whole civiliaations,

No doubdt Asimov wemld develope this further if he were writing the hook
now, He is one sf writer who has develoned in the way a good traditional writer
develops, increasing in understanding and subtlety and in the power to unfald
a atory. As the yenrs go by, most af writers, instead of maturing, wnhappily
degenerate into hacks,

This may be becamae they think and are encouraged by their andienece to
think mainly in terms of conjuring up something novel - never mind how abeurd,
how affronting to posaibility - insterd of bringing increasing experience to
bear on translating human fears an) aspirations into new forma, In other words,
the years tell against them, inztead of telling (o them as they ehould, For
af' plways to be youthful is fine; for it always to be juvenile would be death,

Asimoy has hurdled a mere guarter century so far, fat that he has dome
it a0 succesglully may be duc not only to his acientific background, tnt to the
way in which hc has explored morc deeply into one or two pet themes, As a result
he has avoided superficiality. When these pet themes gemninely grow, as his
robotica series have genuinely grown frem the short stories of "I, Robet®, to
the splendidly integrated "i’aked Sun", we have development umequalled in the sf
{ield. On the other hand, the Foundation seriea was not capable of real
development, ec that the original brillient idea is eked out with narrow squeaka
and atem bombs wnder tongucs; in short we get sequels,

This need for maturing sf anthors may have been expressed crudely. If
a0, T ask readers to dear with me, for the subject hag hardly been broached
before, Meavwhile, they will find in "Foundetion snd Empire” fuood Par reflection
on of 1tself, a3 mell as on that thousand year long spot of trouble on Prantor,
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The Lovers, by Philip Jose Farmer., (Ballantine Books, distributed by
Thorpe & Porter, 2a, €4,)

Thoge wno love af moat worry about it sost,

That must cxplain why, in my cups, I am haunted by three spectres who
Jibber and mew before me and ask me the trae questions I least like to hear,

I least like to hear them because I cennot enzwer them, and because I strongly
object to the assumptions on shich they are founded, The questions the three
ppectres poze go liks thia: "Who killed sf?" “what's become of the sense of
wonder?* and "Should you have sex in sf?"

Spectre No. ¥hree was Jogging my elbow all the time I was trying to
read "The Lovers®, Its impertinent question would not be drowned by one thet
seemed tp be more relevant in the present case: "gShould a writer expand a
short story into e novel?"

Alas, the answer to both questiona is "Well, it happens.™ So, here goes,

In 8 futwre time dominated by a maniac sort of church, Hal Yarrow is
unhappily merried to Mary. Whenever he behaves naturally, =he tells him he is
beheving in an unreal way. T¢ make matters woree, his pm {Guardian Angel Pro
Tompore), a fellow called Pornsen, ia heavily on Mary's side,

Their involvementz constitute the earlier zection of the book, Faor me,
it lacked point., It seemed slightly funny and satiricel in e Thorne Smith way,
tut I have groen out of Thorne Smith. #hat I liked was the way the hopclessness
of the relation between Mary and Hal wae drosm, surely done, unostentaciously
done,

Too conveniently, the prir get divorced, and Hall catches a spaceship
to Ozagen,

To his annoyance, the gapt Pernsen follcoza him, but Hel eludes the man
and e hoat of regulations to have a love affair with & native woman called
Jeanette, Iater, Porngen is killed and the woman turns out to be somethang less
than weman, (Let me reveal the plot no more clearly than that!)

I would think thet Parmer - or perhaps his publishera or his public -
expect me, the reeder, to be a deal more shocked than I am with the idea of
a man sleeping with a female of another species, On the other hand, he seems
to expect me to be entirely unmoved by the idea of sleeping wiih a female of
another planet,

He has me vrong. 1 am prepared to be intensely interested in the latter
proposition (though it takes more than that to shock me), and happily listen
to all Farmer so smonothly has to say on the muject, But having taken that
step willingly, I can hardly be expected to thraw up my handa and aay "Lack-
a-day", or vhatever the morally offended asay novwadays, at the proposition that
she waa slso non-humen, You know, that step scems so much less dramatic than
the firat, In real 1afe 1t may be dirferent, but this ia fiction,

80 although Farmer has me interestea, I am far from bowled ewer, I
could not help thinking how {filliam Tenn could have stnod it all upside down
and made a thumping good invigorating dirty joke out of it,

Perhaps it's Just that Permer is oo careful not really to offend ua,
Perhepp he mekeg 1t too hygenie, Or perhaps my mird ,,...

Anyhow, the man had a lovely short story idea,

Brian &, Aldiss
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"IME SMATL ASSASSTHN and other stories” by Ray Bradbury
ACE H 521, }44 peges, 23 6&

Bradbury somctipes lapses into vecuous notions, sorrily over-aritten,
Bbut his mcceases can be as ironic, bright or shocking ea anyone might wiah;
and most of these gtories succeed, Same might make one wonder whimsically if
Bradbtury manages t0 sleep - or if he lies wajiting for the pillow to roll
smotheringly, blankets to knot in throttling coils, wind to snigger domn dusty
throats of chimneys devising his death, while his ¢hildren remember a scolding
and roll their cold eyep and crecp acroas the landing, clutching cold spiky
implement a,

For pure malevolence, “The Small [ssasain® is uni'orgetable; amestimes
I recell it while glencing into a cot at some comical bundle of hande and eyes
and bubbly lips - “gtrange, Ted little erestures with brains thet work in a
bloody darkness we can't even guess at™ - and I'd hesitate to recomend it to
any expectant mother,

lig portrayals of older children are less convincing, but neverthelees
disturbing, .ith unthinking cruelty a boy imvites “The Dead 1sn" to be guest
of honou= at a ;lallove‘en party; children in “Iet's Play 'Poison'" predictaebly
destroy s tcacher obseased by fear and living hatred; young Douglas coolly
dissects “The Man Upstairs® - justifably, but inspiring the fancy that he
night just as coolly dissect Grampa for purposea of comparison. Thage children
evake uncase, deapite their bright and bloodiess unreality; but Bradbury‘'s
portrayals of children end childiah feelings too often sewm derived from
hostile observetion rather than personal memory.

Closer identification with e boy is achieved in “Jack in the Box", s
tale as Tascineting as any explaration of ingrown societies within same lost
starship; and such identification is enhanced by first-person narration in
"The Lake", a simple, contemplative ghoat story whose spell lingere wernly,
and with still greater impact in “The Night™, a taut study in ereeping
apprehenzion which wvill affect anyone who hag waited at duak for sameone who
is umsnally late,

Seven of the thirteen stories feature obseasions - Juatifiable ones, as
in “The Crowd", or inganc onee as in "The Smiling Prople™ which has memorably
superd develepment and shocking conclusion, "Hext in Line™ ends flatly, btut
its commnication of horrvoer is unhcathily poierful due to the lingering gloat
of description, This gloeting air alac pervades the opening paregraph of "The
Man Upstairs™ - a pasaage calculated to convert the exceasively aqueamish to a
vegetarian diet.

Frequently there is an agylum atmosphere - shifting eyes and bumping
hearts and twittering offtrack fancies. Treated lightly = or less darkly -
thia produces sardonizally macalre entertaimment, “The Tombatone® im narrated
hunorously tut has a wrily sobering twiet, and "The Handler® delightfully
depicts tunid_].ty venting its apite by \in!‘k_\ng indignitiea on the frshly dead,

A few tales such aa "Let's Play 'Poison'®™ ard "The Crowd™ and "The

Ciatern™ are teoo prcdictadbly hendled, Same have rather over-rich passages, But
dcppite the occesionzl anticlimax or atylistic excess, thia antholegy is worth
rerding and re-reeding whenever a pleasurable shiver or shake is welcome,

John Asheroft

"PLANET OF THE DREAMERS" by Jonn D, MacDonald. Corgi Bonks ph 2/6d.

Por those of you, like ne, like to place cach story you rced into its
appropriate categery thia ias a “ve're properiy” story - with variationa, of
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¢courze, Lnd it'a the variations thet make it a good story, Briefly the plot
background goes like this - some twelve thousand years ago the fuian race ine
habited & planet circling a sun near ilphs Centauri, o sun that was slowly
dying, In their svarch for another home they found threc possible planets,
iarith, Earth and (rmazd. Colonies were planted on each and it =as decided that
they should be kept separate until they had reached & high encugh level of
culture, To #atch and guard thwm a corps of Watchers was created, Inmitially the
Watchers made periodic surveys of the thres plenets but after a vhile they
devised a method of visiting mentally, taking over the mind of another for this
purpose, Over the yearz they dsgeperatad until they cams to regard the three
worlde as dreams created for tieir enjoyment, Their original mizsion survived
as a commend to destroy any attenpt at spacc travel by the 'dream worlds’, Iue
to their activities the situation at the beginning of the story is that Mexith
im & primitive world, Ormazd has given wp technology and concentrated on the
mental powers, and Eerth ie comang round strongly for o second atiempt at

space travel,

The Story opens on Earth where we meet Bard Lane, top physicist on
Project Tempo, which is & blus sky project ¢o develop what sounds sespiciously
like en interstellar drivs, and sSharan Inly the project's Assistant in Cherge
of Payoho=Ad justment, The project is temporarily halted due to subotage by one
of the mogt trusted men concerned with it, The stresses between Bard and Sharan,
and between them both and i military men in charge of the project are carefully
1aid out for our inspection. A svdden jump then takes ug to the world of the
Watchers to meet Reul Kinson and his sister Leeaq, both thrawbacks to an earlier
age, physically stronger and bigger then their fellow Watchers, Raul has
diacovered for himself some of the long lost secrets of the iiatchers and haa
taught himself to read. Reul, ¢on his three learmer trips to the three worlds,
conea to realixze that the worids are real and that the Fatchurs have straysd
from their original instructions to guesrd and guide and now are only protecting
theip right to torture and kill the human beings they consider mere dreans,

In his tripe to Barth Raul learns of project Tempo and enters it by
using Bard's body and leaving a taped messege for him; Bard, fearing inaanity,
goes to Sharan for advice, Meemrhile Raul has told Leesa of his find and they
both go to the project to try and convince Pard and Sheran of their reality,
Raul from a sense of duty end Lecsa with the intention of cxtraoting some
euserment from the spectacle of ‘dreans' trying to comprehend reality, Bard
and Sharan ere convinced but Ieosa is still not convinced of their reality,
and usez her povers to snash up the projeet, Too late she realises that Earth
is real and that she loves Bard lane, The projeot is ended and Lane and Inly
arc out of a Job. Raul decides that the only move left is to coame to Earth in
one of tha patrcl ships that are lef't and he contacts lane for help on under=
atarding their workings, Once the ship ia under way Berd and Sheran realise
that they must make the truth public so that the ghip will not be shot down the
moment it comes into the Farth's atmosphere, However the effect of this annoucew
ment is such that they arc teken imto custody and are to be given shock treate
mnt,n‘\n‘eatment that will destroy their 'illusiong!, and their peraonalities
as well,

The above is Just & bare outline of the story and doesn't oonvey whatever
it is that makes it & good piece of af, Bub it ia good, and I think the best
thing I can say o emphasize that statement is that I got so engrosged in the
story that when I got to the end and the moronic individuals who decided that
Bard and Sharen should be, effectively, killed to 'cure' them didn't get en
appropriate cameupance I ves furicus! $hen a story can get you involved to that
extent it has something special, Definitely recommandad,

ioncoms, 2




SCAICULATED RISX® Yty Charles Eric Maine; Corgl 85 1119, 128pp. 2804,

Prom frontier morals and shanty-towna of a war-amashed world, Fhil and
Key Calland project their minds back to Twentieth Century Tondon, to take over
the body of a man and a woman respectively; sex, approximate location and time
of arrival are known; all elge is the calculated risk of the title.

The opening sequences are uninspiring and lack conviction, but can be
sccepted for the sake of m promising situation once the cardboard future has
been replacad by & wore familier London. Celland's initial stumblings in hia
new envirorment are fascinating, Baffled by traffic, Tubes and currency, lobbed
into nightmsrishly strange surroundings, pleading smnesis while growing used
to his job, home, private life and new body, he is an ideal character with whom
to identify oneself and sympathise, for all the callougness of his arrival,

A fine novel might have been based merely on his struggle to adapt - and
on the plight of Ray, who nas swrvived the trangition across four ccnturies but
in e form which makes the original plan of marringe unthinkable,

The situation i3 absorbing and begs on its knees for richly imaginstive
thinking and treatment, But, slas, the story wavers awhile and then lepses too
close to the level of a Frankenstein film-script, Sad to aay, Calland is due
tw merry an attractive fiencee, whose love is not diacouraged by hia "emncsia®
and a conflict of loyalties arises, 4nd here the level of plotting begins to
creak and asg - for Calland is driven to the idea of marrying the fiancee, then
transferring ¥ay'es mind intoc her body,

After this point, Calland’s tuthlessness diasclves aympathy, leaving
colder curioccity - and it bacames disturbingly more probable that the golution
to the provlems - whatever it may bde - will be unsatiafying.

'Unaatisfying® is hardly the word Tor what does happen at the olimax:

I congider it infuriating., In & gimnicky short etory it might be acceptatle if
well handled, et in a nmovel it is unforgivable, Maine slides sideways out of
all his obligations when the real tangle ia just beginning, leaving a xorse
plight than ever for Calland, And a tecked-on, moralising epilogue set in the
future ruination is irrelevant encugh to exasperate, when the main narration
has ended so flatly. The story is tense throughout: that I'1l frecely ndmit,
It will provide a couple of huurs of taut, ofien provocative entertainment,
but the theme is far from fully exploited, and, to me at lcaat, Maine's climax
is almost cowardly.

John dsheraft

OTOMORRO® AND TOMORROW™ by Runi Cellina. Pyramid Pooks. ph, 2/64,

First off, don’t mistake thia for Henry futtner’s book of the same
name, it isn't, It is, however, quite a good book in its own right, It origin-
nJ.l.y appeared in TF(Jan, '54) as "Malicc in Yonderland® and later ag a novel
(Jardeover title “Tomorrow's Torld"). amusingly enough the authors neme given
abgve is e pseudonym, but for Evan Hunter, the author of "Blackboarda Jungle®,
not Kuttner,

When a magazine astory is expanded for book publieation, witiut subatan-
tial re-writing the additienal materinl can take one (or both) af two forms,

It can congiat of sdditionnl background, incidents thet amplify the suthar's
sketch af the social background of the atory, ar it can be incidents that thraw
more light on why the characters behave as they do, Here, as fer es I can
recall from the original story, both methods arc uged, unfortunately quite a
lot of thie ndditiorsal material is self-contradictory, But to atart at the
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beginning = the story is set a few years hence and concerns the battle between
two idenologies, the Vikes and the Rees, for the control of society., The Vikes,
the Vicarion Movement, are an extrapolation of the current tendency for people
to absorb life vicaricualy through TV and cinena screens, Their beliefs are
summed up fairly well by Van Brant, the tock's Vike spckeaman:

nJoa Sucker began to understand an important truth, It had besn there
all elong, starting maybe with the now defunct comic books, workdng its way up
through the pulp magazines, through the now extinet harécover novels, into the
paperbacks, into television, the movies, the sterics, and right down the line,
Now he knew, The make-believe was better than reality?”

Dino Pelazi, Brant's Ree opponent, on the other hand is pnot so dogmatic,
he realimes that both Rees and Vikes are sick, tut in different ways:

YHe (the Reea) denied what was, We denied what was, and the Vikes weng
ua one better, We denied what was by refusing to permit representation of it,
wnila secretly admitting it existed, The Vikes denied what was by allowing the
reprementation to replace the reality,"

He also realises that any general cleen—up must start with the destruciion
of the Vike novement, and desatroy them he does,

Heving decided that neke-believe is far supidr to reality the Vikes go
the mhole hog, drug addiction, semi nudism with cxtensive body make-up

*sShe wore her breasts pitch black, matching her hair, with ailver saquins
pcattered from each nipple in e haphazard smear.”

.. oXcepsive saxual stimmlation via screen and printed matter, and a .
language which is e horrible mixture of hip. beat and God knowa what else, and
yet withal they are very puritan,

*Moore amiled thinly, *I'm a Vike myself. It’s been ten years sirnce I
touched a waman or eanted to touch ons, '

.. Bnd they go even so far as to avoad reproducing except by artificial
insemination, and then only rarely,

n the other hend the Rees, who might be expected to be puritans are as
big e oollection of contredictions, They dreas in & puritan fashion end are
the lineal decendants of the Campaign for Decency end like organisations, Yet,
in a scene at a party, they talk of nothing but sex, ani this in such a
sniggaring tone that it rather turnz the atomach,

Both 3ides seem rather jJuvenile in their behaviour, the Vike patoia for
ingtance, or the name the Reea have for their index of banned (i,e, Vike) bocks,
their Spit Liat! end this perhapa ia the point that the author is trying to make,

I urge you to resd this book, and then look around you, In the words of
the original megazine blurb « the Vike tide is riaing and it'm Doem, brothsrs,
Doun}

J, &, Croveg
"IHE CHALLENGE OF THE SPGCESHIP* by arthur C. Clarks, Ballantine Books
distributed in the UK by Tharpe & Porter Ltd,, at 3/864,

Thiz collection of articles on various af end related subjectz is a
complete reprint of the 1960 hardoover edition, The contents vary fran straight
sf settings, theae covering the backgrounde of three of Clarke's 'documentary'
af stories, to some far reaching speculations on af topics and their inplicationa,
Aa for instance in "Rhere's Everybody?” where the reasons for tha apparent lack
of visitora from space ia discussed, or more meridusly, in "Of Mind and Matter"
where a pogsible scientific basis for reincarnation is plausibly explalssdl
&1l the material in this volume is good for a¢me hours of concentreted thi
or discussion - get it! and 4o wind up there im one of those typically Olarkeian
paragrapgha summing up the subject in guch a satisfying manner, —~ -

Jas, WA



LETTER

48 you no doudbt saw in the last FNewsletter I haven't complately lapaed into
inactivity even though I have relingquished the editorship. Actually being in
charge of the Letter Columm of VECTOR suits me fina, it meana that I don't heve
to writa a lattar of commant and send it off, I merely interweave it with every-
one elpee letters! To indiocate my portion of the narrative I'll use the follow-
ing symbols - at the baginning *%%, and at the and ¥#JAQ, OE? 4ind now into
the firat lettar.

Jean Gramen, T gide, Bagt Sheen, London, S.%

Let me basten to put in an impasaionad ples againat G.¥, Melver's proposal
for wore sex in pf. Don‘t we, to use & daring oimile, get sex remmod down our
throute enough in the theatra, cinamza, thousends of books ané magazines and on
posters, to aay nothing of television?

Tile admitting aex is = or rather can be = a Good Thing, I feel we are
well on thc way to baving Too Muvh of 8 Good Thing.

Women as auch, that ie women who are nothing but females, simply have no
place in ef, exaept t¢ be Teaocued from IENe, end for thie they neced to de
nothing but N.B.G, dummies, which is what they invariably are,

What kind of ser anyway: Human-Human, Human-Alien, or Alien-Alien? The
laat catagory might be intereating, but I doubt whather that is what Molwver
moans,

Let's have wopen in 8F, but rather like Suaan, the robotics expart and not
the invariably sultry fullebosomed blonde-drunat d, who is so beautiful
that @1l men aftar just one look throw sway their wivea, girl-friends and
ewaethearts and think nothing of running the most tdiotic rieks for her sake,

For the gake of all the Gelaxies, plense lete keep her out of sfl

Pater Gooch Ray Park Avenu¢, Maidenhead, Berka,

1 note the demand for more and bettor 'charactarisation’ in of end I am in
agresment - Iwould be only too pleased to see & greal of novel iu the clsasic
tredition = but a few thoughts occur to me,

I think it fair to say that good ¢haracterieatijon dapends largely on the
oorrect fitting of characters into their backgrounda. To my mind one reason for
the current populerity of the 'kitohen sink' type drapa ie that we can 8o ocanmily
identify ourselves with ths relovant enviroment {no rude comments please). The
author's job here should be easy -« he has had first hand experiencs of his aeta.
How much harder for the historical noveliat who must vieualise scenca, actions
and details which he can naver have seen: no matter how detailed his sources it
18 hie intuition and !fegl' for the period that makce the sucooss or failure.
Since uf may be regarded as & sinple extrapolation of history the of wuthor facee
much the same problems with his charwoterisaiion ~ except that in this case
the author produces both the character and the enviroment - 96 hia chance of
succesaful is even more ramote.



Yes, I would like to secmore characterisativn in af - but I think it's
far more diffiowlt to do satisefactorily than people imagine. And T definitely
think thet oven so there will alwsys be & place for the brilliant plot/flat
charaotisation atory.

I thought I might comment on Brian Aldiss’ reviem of “Earth Abides”. 1
agrege with him except for one point, He says that the decline of Igh's children
into a bow and arrow culture 'svume & gond dsal less than inevitable' and goes
on to compare this with the state of affairs in the "Day of the Triffide". I
msat say that I find “Earth Abides" far more convincing, The reconstruction
asctivities of the survavors in "Day of tha Triffids", “Death of Grass”,
“Nordenholi'e Million" etc., I find wuch too contrived and full of fortunate
occurances.

***% only comment is 'Why better characterisation in af?!' The study of
a character's personality and its interaction with others can be quite adeguately
covered in mainstrcem fiction, shy then confuse the issue with an sf setting, a
actting which ie upually redundant for the purposes of the authoer? The main
attraction of af ia that it can consider subjects not cpen to the mainetraam
writer. It trests the human race as a unit, and hence cAn act as & valuable
corrective to the popular superstition of the cosmic importance of the
individual bumen mnimel. An author can cithcr omphasiec ths character or the
plot, not both. ™=JAGC.

R.S. Maraden, 20 Park Avcnue, Hwl}, Yorkshire.

I have just read VECTOR 15 and was very interested in Roy Kay's letter. He
moana mbout 'crud' stories in New Worlds (#hat an awful word 'crud’ is), he
moans about N.¥. covars and he moans about the BSFA., But I can't help thinking
that it ie his own fault that he is no longer atimulated by af. 1If one is going
to understend and enjoy an 8f story one muet read it with an unprejudiced mind.
lr Kay expecta to find bad or baring storiea, expects to be unimpreseed by the
covers, and g6 he finds what he expects. The more you try to pick holes in ef
(or any literatura) the more holes you will find, and the leas you'll emjoy it.

To oy winé the best end most important part of an sf story ie the idea behind
it. 1 am not however axcusing bad writing; en idea cannot etand on ita own,

But good writing doesn't redean a wathleas plat.

To get back to Mr ¥ay's letter; T endorse his constructive criticisma of
the BSFA. Re-introduction of magazine reviews would pot only selve dne of your
problems, nanmely lack of material for VFCTOR, but would also perform & mervice
to the genre by helping the suthors, However goad a revies is there are alwaye
people who disagrea with it, hance controversy and argument. The bad pointe in
a story are bound to be shown up and this ghould help authors in future efforts.

#w#rCrud’ - an awful word for awful writing. On the subject of the
re-introduction of magazine reviews we have the asme difficulty as Mra Beeton
had with her rabbit pre, first catch your reviawer! #+¥JaG.

‘TEALSOHEARDFROK
1an Aldridge, who is in favour of illustrated covera. po
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und a3 a last mirute addendum, the day after the Contsnts page has been run
off, comes the current instelment of pleasant gossip ebout the field of
acience fiction from our most worthy stalwart ...

K ER S L ATZER

Geheral

hunter hij

}

One of my corresponderis informa me that thia column is now 15 years
old,., I can't check his facta, as I don’t have o set of Opceration Fantasi
nearer than ILeicester,...But I guess he ig not much out.... I'd have said it
was about twaive or thirtesn,,..anyway, it meakes yer think,.,,at the same time
he compleined that it was getting to pa rather uncertain,,,..for that I must
apologise,,,.it is Just that trying to make a living in tlie bookebuainess geta
to be a fourteenshour-a=day occupation,.,and I zuddenly replipe that a deade
Jine has just gone by, end try to aim in some copy in tima,,.,ut usually too
late,,..apologies, folks,,.,The Mayflower SCI-FI series has acheduled Shepherd
Mend's THE BIG BALL OF WAX, a dclightful satire on the world of salesmanship/
entertainment, and to follow that are John Chrigtopher's DEATH OF GRASS, and
THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW by Robert A, Heinlein {also Jmown as SIXTH COLUMN in
hard covered and magazine versgions)..,,,and after thet they cre giving a try
to an original novel, by Artiawr Sellings, tentatively titled "The Gathering
Light®,,...not 3 bed line up se for, but I'm a bit dowubtful over the need for
another edition of "Death of Grass",..,incidentally, just in case you don't
know, the alternative title for that one ia "No Blade of Grass®,...the current
DIGIT titlea credit "The Wind of Liberty™ to Kenneth Bulmer....and ac I know
Een Bulmer I'1) acvept that,,..but I wonder who hides bshind "Nal Rafeam", the
euthor of “The Troglodytea?.,.and is V, Ranzetta, (The Unchorted Planet =
publiched a couple of months ago) the brother or sister of Inan Ranzetta,
oredited with "The Maru Invasion” publithed thias month 2..,.problems, alvays
problens, ... it is no wonder that Al Lewis, compiler of THE INDEX TO THE SCIENCE
FICTION MAGAZINES, 1961, was a little uncertein whether the Kenneth of "Kenneth
Johns* was Ken Bulmer,,..,and whether the 'Johns' part wag John Brumner..,,I just
heard that one indusgtricus researcher at Oxford supplied Dr, Clarke with an

_additional thirty titles for inclusion in "Tho Tale of Puture® (or a supplement)
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....by ihe by, D, Ciarke is interc<sted in contacting s«f authoritics {in the
gense of fodk with a wide knawledge of works published) in Itoly....nnd in pany
other countries in Purope...to aid hio in reacarch on & master index of science
fiction tales of variocus kinds published by Buropean publishers..,,if you have
any contacts who aipht be interested in helping Dr, Clarke, please ask thco to
drop ce a letter or card.,,,Xari-fjcinz Jalabeit, 2000 JamburgeAltons 1,
Regerstrasse 30, Germany, has ¢ lot of GCerman a-f to dispose af,,.,s0 if you
are studying Cernan, drop Faril-Heinz a 1inc with a couple of internctionzl
reply coupona, and he’ll send you a list,,..and then you can study Geraan in
your fevourite literzture,,.talk sbout sugar-coating tie pill,,,by the by, if
you sddress your letter by hand, you can vritc 2 ingtesd of 2000 before Hamburg-
Altona.... the ooronic-type-genius of an electronic brain thet sorts Germany'a
nAil can only read four-figurc nucbers, end only handles typeseript...it still
takea the flexibility of the hwman brzin to dcoipher singlc figures,,,.,and
seript } ....o new title achecduled by Aberlard-Schupan for Septenber is "Flying
Saucers Farewell® by George jdamski,,.,I wonder il' the title is really apt ..
«.and Aldoua *Brave Hew World' ([uxley hes a new, sociatogical, fantagy in
“ISLAND", from Chatto and ¥indus.,..a post-nuclesr wer, poat-civilisalion novel
frona the same publisher, by Helge Harrison, is THE CATACOMBS,...érco, alongside
their Fitzroy Bdition of Jules Verne, are now commencing a Fitzroy edition of
Jack london, first six titles being “The Cruise of the Dazzler”, “A Daughter of
the Snows*, "The God of His Futhiers®, "Pcople of the ibyss", “The Son of the
wolf", and “The Call of the 17ild & VWhite Pang™....ihe new Arcricen horror wag,
THRILIFR, appears to have lasted only three iasues,.,.the last onc to hand wag
July, 1962,,.,R. & Marchant's BEACT OF PACT JMD FLBIB will be published by
Dent at 12/6, with 14 full-page linc drowings by David Pratt....talking to
saneone the other day we discuascd the difficulty often experienced in getting
refills for various kinds of felt-nib peas...,I've found it best to yae the
types with a felt-ped reservoir, no valve, and to tuy one of the seversl bottles
of refill ink evaileble (LePage’s cre ane brard)...then one takes a pair of
tweezera (or snipe-nosc pliers), pulls the felt ocut of the pen, dunks it in the
ink, and stuffs it back in the body of the pen, sercws the top back on, end the
Job is done... even cheaper than refills, nostly, as the ink comes at 2/6 per
bottle, and gtends half-s-dnzen dunkings st leaal,,..a nes fanzine from Franklin
W. Dietz, Jr., contains Randall Garrctfi's speech frem the Iunacon, 1960, in
which he rips at Kingsley inia,.,.also articles by E, Everett Evana and Ted
Sturgeon....single copies 15¢, four for 50g,...next thing in my pile of notes
3eems to be a wine list,..don’t quitc know why that got in here, ... currently
being conpidered by the Reatvictive Practizes Court is the Net Baok igreement
.»..Whilpt it is not .dvisable to comnent at this tune, the deciaion rcached
here will have a veat effect on the book trede in this country,,,.it iam fairly
obvicus to all concerned that there are things to be raid for hoth sides, and
the sconer this geta settled...it has been hanging over the colloctive hend of
the back trade for longer than I’ve Been in the business. ... the better.,.. &ce
Ster pb by Talbot Huady, QUFEN CLEOPATRA, full text, new out,,.and now to ny
big prablem ,.....

Thome of you “ho sttemled the last o conventions will have heard me
muttering in oy beard (literally) about the BEFA Litorary iward (or something
ekin) and some of you cay have gaihered the idea was that the B.S.F.i. should
give an award to the author and publisher of tbe "best” work of peience-fliction
and fantazy published in Creat Eritain each year. Ome of the big catchea cones
in the term "b2at®, and I wns supposed, hetween the Gloncester mnd the Harragate
conventions, to work cut a system which would include both a popular vote and
a "literary consideration tesm" bast. I admitted st Harrogate that I had failed,
I eould not work cut a syster which I myself couldn't defeat by hsving the <) }‘
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majority of the "popular™ vate going to one title, and the largeat part of the
"literary" vote going tv another, One set of voteg had to outweigh the other
to avoid too many “"hung" decisiong, and that quite simply rendered the other
vote useless ..sq.
This gave three pussidle solutions;

one) to sisply toke a "popular® vete, and leave it at that, This would
have the disadventege of making the eward of lesa importance in the eyes of the
book world,

o) to give two awards, Soaewhat more ecxpensive, and alivays a poor
solutien as it really evades the issue,

tiree) to hare the selection of titles for conzideration made ob &
popular vote, and then to have the "literary consideration" team make their
selection from this result - say the top aix titles of the popular vote,

The third one gesmp to me the best, and so I gave 1% a little more
thought, After some experimenting, and in the light of polle run in the past,
it would seem that the best system would be to let all menbers of the BSFa
noninate three titlee for consideration, at the end of the yeer, Thess titles
should be pleced in order of preference,,,.and if any mnember was of the opinion
that & certain title so far cutghone all other books published in the year, he
{or ahe) could nominate that one title in all three places, Por each first
place, a title would be given threc points, for second place two pointy, third
Place ons point,

New, the reason for allowing one title to be ziven all three votes,...
from poll experience it seems that fans often hold the opinion that thers is
one title far exceeding all athers in quality....and it is poszible thet if
they just leave out second and third choices and thus waste half of the points
they may allot, a title oan crcep into the total top posation which has never
occupied the top position on any one list, It is not likely, but possible, and
the simple fact shoyp that either an incempleted vote form must be ignored, or
else may heve an unfortunate effoct on the overall position, Incidentally, it
is stil) quite possible for a secomdapiace title on all vote-forms to make top
place = but allowing the folk with positive convictions the chance to express
those convietions does reduce the possibility.

Qther pointa - for consideretion for the avard the book rmst have been
published in Great Britain, by a British pudblisher, in the year ending the
3lat Decepber cach year, This excludes imported bocks, but does not exclude
authors who are not British, As the idue is t0 enocurage authors sveryshare
to get better a-f publizhed in Great Britein, and to encourage British
publishers to putlish it, there ia no point in the award going to Doubleday,..
..t there is no reason why Theodors Jeinlein shouldn’t get at, (4lthough,
of course, the BSF4 would rather gee Brian Ruassll on the receiving =nd ¢)

The iwaré = & trovhy model of sowe ¥and (and pleasc let us skip that
trite old rocketship) for the auther, and a nice parchment for the publisher,
Personally I would rather zee poor old Pegasus, imagination's winged horse,
wut into the harness again,,,..tut somcone might have a truly brilliant and
original idsa, We could perhaps make the award fit the book - although that
night be #xpensive,,,

There are a lot more things for congideration, btut they are routine
points for the committee to resolve, in the wain, The tiinga that must be
sorted first ars whether the BSFA are in favour of the scheme in general, and
then whether they agree with the pelection systems suggested, or whether any=
one else hes a better idea,.,.open for discussion now,,,,,

edee e e LI ansny Best,.,.K,F.S, LaLLod



